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OUR MISSION
Saipan Seventh-day Adventist Clinic exists to provide excellent 
dental care, health education and outreach programs in order 
to extend the healing ministry of Christ in the Islands of the 
Commonwealth of Northern Marianas.

OUR VISION
Saipan Seventh-day Adventist Clinic aspires to maintain as the first choice in transforming 
dental and oral health for individuals in CNMI.

OUR VALUES

EXCELLENCE
We value excellence as central in our commitment that provides effective, reliable and 
efficient service, maintains professionalism and ensures personal and collaborative safe 
work practices and operations.

EMPOWERMENT
We value the culture that empowers, fosters and celebrates individual and collective 
achievements through the provision of a supportive and unified environment in which to 
work, to learn and to grow.

ACCOUNTABILITY
We value accountability in our work ethics that carries out actions with honesty and 
trustworthiness, demonstrates dependability in communication, as well as holds self and 
others accountable for actions.

HUMILITY
We value humility that reflects respect, kindness and patience in relating with others for 
the greater good of others and the institution.

COMPASSION
We value compassion as a requisite component of our service that promotes Christ’s 
healing ministry by treating others with dignity, demonstrating positive and peaceful 
attitude, and sharing our purpose with the community.

P.O. Box 500169 Saipan, MP 96950 • Phone: (670) 234-6323 • Fax: (67) 234-0521
Email: info@saipansdadental.com • www.saipansdadental.com
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EDITORIAL

Fifty years in 2022! 

Established in 1972,  Saipan SDA Clinic turns 50 this 
year. To celebrate this milestone, the Clinic aptly 
emblazons its golden anniversary theme: “Celebrating 
50 years of exceptional dental services in the CNMI.”

The Saipan SDA Clinic has gone a long way from its 
humble beginning. It all started in a two-bedroom 
house in Susupe with Dr. Steve Fisher as the lone 
dentist. For what the Lord has wrought through the 
years, there are so many reasons to thank God for His 
providential leading and divine guidance.

This souvenir book revisits the past, reflects on the 
present and rejoices for the future. The sections are 
divided into:

Reminiscences and Reflections: We are standing on 
the shoulders of the giants. Marvel at how the pioneers 
handled the scarcity of means and resources during 
the founding days. Those who steered thereafter 
sustained the vision and drove the Clinic into the 
forefront, giving Saipan a state of the art dental 
practice and community services that go beyond the 
corners of the dental chair. A Christ-centered practice 
to be distinct!

Messages and Advertisements: From its maiden 
voyage until now, the Clinic has been blessed with 
partners and stakeholders who sailed with us through 
good times and hard times. We appreciate their words 
of congratulations and commendations expressed in 
the pages of this token.

Through the Years: Snippets of the Clinic’s milestones 
are gleaned from various records, publications and 
personal accounts arranged chronologically. The 
Humble Beginnings is a narrative of Dr. Stephen 
Fisher delivered during the Clinic’s 30th year 
anniversary. 

Humans Behind the Masks: Our current staff, whose 
photos are laid out by departments, thanks our dear 
patients for trusting us to provide them honest and 
ethical care. It is our commitment to continue to live 
up to and exceed the community’s expectations to 
continue building this trust. There is also a section 
apportioned to our workers whose loyalty and 
dedication we recognize as great contribution to the 
Clinic’s achievement and success.

Celebration Calendar: The daily activities of the 
anniversary outline in details the events to guide the 
participants on what to expect and give easy reference 
for the future. 

Centerfold: Past and the most recent pictures paint a 
thousand words to contain the spirit of the yesteryears. 
I am hoping they provide you pleasant recollections 
and make you smile.

Foremost, may each leaf of this keepsake remind us 
that there is a God who is the Master planner and 
who makes all things possible in His time - the past 
50 years . . . and beyond! For He still does, even in the 
midst of Covid-19 or through the seemingly uncertain 
future. 

Therefore, we continue to be hopeful and carry the 
vision of our predecessors. Ellen G. White reminds 
that “In reviewing our past history, having traveled over 
every step of advance to our present standing, I can say, 
Praise God! As I see what the Lord has wrought, I am filled 
with astonishment, and with confidence in Christ as leader. 
We have nothing to fear for the future, except as we shall 
forget the way the Lord has led us and His teaching in our 
past history” (Selected Messages, Book 3, p. 162.3).

That is why golden anniversary is a jubilation. “A 
jubilee shall that fiftieth year be to you” (Leviticus 
25:11).

Congratulations and happy 50th year, Saipan Seventh-
day Adventist Clinic! May God continue to guide and 
bless you is my constant prayer.

Enjoy reading!

  
      Jocelyn B. Sonsona, PhD
  Office Manager
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Hafa Adai and Tirow!

2022 is an exciting year for the Saipan 
Seventh-day Adventist Clinic!  We 
are celebrating 50 years of providing 
exceptional services to the CNMI. All 
praise be to God.

Fifty years ago, the Saipan Seventh-day Adventist Clinic was established in Susupe 
to provide dental health services to the people of the CNMI.   It was by the forward 
looking of the CNMI legislature that the dental clinic was established here.  From its 
humble beginnings in a small home, it has now grown to our present facility in Chalan 
LauLau.

I owe much to the dentists, assistants and office workers who pioneered the work. For 
the foundation that they laid for those who followed in their footsteps was excellent.  
They have provided the inspiration that enables us to carry forward their vision.  Today, 
with our modern technology and facilities, exceptional team of dentists, hygienists and 
assistants, we are able to provide treatment and preventative care services that they 
only dreamed of.

By the grace of God, we look forward to continuing to provide exception dental services 
for the people of the CNMI for the next 50 years.

May God Almighty bless us and keep the people of the CNMI safe always.  To God be 
the Glory!

WARREN L. CREED, DDS, MS
Clinic Director
July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2016
January 1, 2018 – June 30, 2022
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Fifty years is golden.  Congratulations 
Saipan SDA Dental Clinic for completing 

another milestone.  We rejoice for the 
dedicated service among the faithful dental 
providers, dental hygienists, staff of the Clinic 
team.  Many have come and gone over the 
years, but you remained faithful to stay on.

We are celebrating this year because of the vision of the past.  That vision is continuous 
to be throughout the Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands.  And because of the 
past, we have a glorious future.

May your vision ever be clearer and your faith strong that through God’s grace and 
power you will witness and show Jesus to the world around you, that the day will be 
hastened when we will look up into the sky and see Him in His full glory—and go with 
Him to our heavenly home. 

Sincerely,

ED LLOREN, PhD
Pastor Saipan Central SDA Church
Ministerial GMM
Member-Clinic Board 
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DR. STEPHEN D. FISHER
Clinic Director
Feb. 14, 1973 – June 12, 1989

It is hard to believe it has been 50 years since Karyl and I 
started the dental clinic on Saipan.  (I don’t feel that old).  I 

am amazed that anyone remembers us and grateful that they 
do. 

Our time on Saipan was the most rewarding time of our lives. 
The clinic offered a wonderful opportunity to sooner or later 
meet almost everyone on the island- and the clinic offered a 
wonderful opportunity to help people in a very personal way. 
 
It is very gratifying to know that the clinic we started in our 
home in Susupe is still going strong- that really makes all the 
work we did worth the effort.  

Our thanks to many of you reading this who have contributed 
to making this possible. We are indebted to each of you for 
your hard work and dedication.  What a gift you have given 
us to know the clinic we started is having such a lasting effect 
and is still helping people!

We were blessed with wonderful people to help us in our 
efforts- Maria, Terry, Brenda, Mina, Jeannie, Angus, Myra, 
Del, Sophie, Lisa, Rose and many others whose faces I can see 
but unfortunately cannot remember their names that made 
our time a success. Without them, there would be no clinic 
today.   We are grateful for every one of you and them.      

Saipan was a wonderful place to have raised our family, and 
make many lasting close friends. We miss the fiestas, the 
beach parties, and sailing. All wonderful memories. We are 
very sorry that we could not be with you for this celebration, 
but know you’re deeply imbedded into our lives.  

I wish you all the very best as God continues to lead in your 
lives. 

Hafa Adai!

Dr. Stephen and Karyl Fisher

Reminiscences and Reflections
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DR. GEORGE P. HARTSHORN 
Clinic Director
June 13, 1989 – December 31, 1996

Saipan Memories

When we 
moved to 

Saipan in early 
1989 I had no 
idea of the impact 
the island and 
it’s people would 
have on me; how 
it would burrow 
into my soul and 
shape my outlook 
on life.

We arrived at 
a time when 
there was only a 
concrete slab on 
Quar termaster 
Road that would 

eventually become the Saipan SDA Clinic.  There were 
steel beams partially erected for what would become the 
Saipan Seventh-day Adventist Church building, although 
those beams would need to be re-installed into their proper 
orientation. At the back of the lot were the beginnings of 
two houses, one of which would become our family home.  
Until then, my wife, daughter and I would live at the VesCor 
apartments on Capitol Hill.  To this day we remain friends 
with the young Japanese family who resided just above us.

For many months I felt more like a general contractor than a 
dentist as the responsibility for getting the clinic operations 
up and running at the new location fell to me. But God 
provided us with the needed people to accomplish this task. 
Bob Etchel and his son had arrived before us and had started 
some heavy work on the construction.  I will never forget 
the old, dilapidated – but still functional – concrete pump 
that Bob had shipped over.  This was the first such pump 
that Saipan had seen and when it worked, it was a mighty 
labor-saving tool.  When we were finished with it, we easily 
sold it to a local concrete company – Hawaiian Rock, as I 
recall.

Some months later Dan and Lowene Edgerly arrived on 
island.  What a true Godsend they proved to be. Dan was 
a plasterer by trade, however he knew his way around most 
every aspect of construction. He was great at working with 
the local labor force and would enlist folks the likes of me to 
help wherever we could. Everyone found a way to help. I will 
never forget the two days of pouring concrete for the clinic’s 
parking lot, when we discovered the reason for the “hump” at 

one end of the parking lot was a fortified concrete vault that 
is buried there – hence the name of “Quartermaster” road.  
It was immovable. We wondered what the Quartermaster 
would have stored there, but all we could do is poke a tiny 
hole in it and shine flashlights inside, only to reveal an empty 
space.  It was then paved over with our concrete. 

All the while my cohort, Dr. Louie Dale, and I practiced 
dentistry as best we could at the original clinic. We owe a 
debt of gratitude to Maria, Jean, Rose, Agnes and others who 
kept things running in difficult transition times. The new 
clinic would have six operatories, and three more would be 
added a few years later.  Also, a dental lab building and an 
apartment building would come along.

Saipan would see many changes too during our time there. 
In 1989 there were no traffic lights. When the first one was 
installed on Beach Road a billboard was also erected to 
explain the meaning of red, yellow and green lights. There 
were no pizzerias or fast-food options at the time. Flights 
from Guam would always smell wonderful as folks would 
bring fresh-baked pizzas onboard from Guam to take home. 
My daughter was a hero at the SDA School when she would 
bring Taco Bell bean burritos to share, that I would buy in 
Guam en route to the airport.

Many happy times, to say the least. But there were times 
of great sadness as well.  The tragic loss of Dr. Will Nation 
during his visit will forever haunt me. I have replayed those 
events many times in my mind. May we never forget him.

Professional services grew tremendously during the early 
years.  The eye clinic transitioned from an occasional 
outreach of the Guam SDA Clinic to full-time optometric 
services and periodic ophthalmologic care. The dental clinic 
added regular specialist services including oral surgery, 
orthodontics and periodontics. But the mainstay of the dental 
clinic was general dentistry and dental hygiene services. We 
had a rule at the end of the workday that we would leave 
no one in the waiting room who was in pain. Never once 
did I have to ask the 
necessary personnel 
to stay longer hours 
if they were needed. 
A more caring staff I 
have never found.

Fifty years is a long 
time.  Many blessings 
to all of you.  We will 
be celebrating too, but 
from a distance.
  
Forever your friends,
   
George & Denise Hartshorn

Reminiscences and Reflections
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DR. RICHARD W. LUDDERS
Clinic Director  
January 1, 1997 – December 31, 2005 
 

Heidi, Morgan, Alex, and I congratulate the 
clinic on its fiftieth-year anniversary. We 

were given the opportunity to be a part of the 
clinic for ten of those years, 1996 to 2005. 

We still reminisce about our good times as well as 
some difficult times and continue to try to keep up 
with what is happening there. It was wonderful to 
work with Maria Agulto as she was the mainstay 
and stable influence there. If you needed to know 
something, Maria was always the go-to person. 

During the time we were there, we had a stellar 
staff who made the clinic run very efficiently. 
Also, the Guam Micronesia Mission was very 
supportive of the clinic and encouraged us 
to upgrade and expand with various dental 
specialties. We were able to bring in a part-time 
periodontist, pedodontist, and prosthodontist as 
well as being able to provide general anesthesia. 
Fortunately, we already had an orthodontist. 

We were very blessed to be able to put the clinic 
on a firm financial footing. This enabled us to 
help financially support the local church school 
and the mission. Saipan is a beautiful, welcoming 
island that provided a nurturing environment for 
our family. The church and mission leadership 
provided lovely role models who fostered the 
clinic staff and us as well. May God continue 
to greatly bless the endeavors of the mission of 
the clinic to provide exceptional dental care in a 
Christian environment.   

Dr. Richard W. Ludders and family

Reminiscences and Reflections
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DR. KENNETH D. PIERSON  
Clinic Director
January 1, 2006 – September 30, 2015
July 1, 2016 – July 2, 2018

When Crystal and I arrived in Saipan in August 
of 2005, we had some idea of what life might be 

like on Saipan… but not really.  We knew Saipan was 
a “tiny tropical island” and the Clinic was “pretty big 
and well equipped”.  What we found was a beautiful 
island with welcoming, friendly and gracious people.  
Everyone at the Clinic welcomed us in and everyone 
we would meet as we explored our new island home 
was so friendly!  We felt that God had blessed us with 
more than we could have expected, and in turn, had 
called us to return some of the blessings by serving the 
communities in the Northern Mariana Islands.

The Clinic had an excellent reputation in the 
community built on the shoulders of those serving 
before us and we felt compelled to continue to build a 
strong reputation by treating people with respect and 
kindness.  It was easy to do with such a great team 
already serving at the Clinic.  

I recall that we always had more people needing our 
services than we thought was possible but God would 
always provide the providers and energy to grow and 
expand what the Clinic could offer.  After many years 
of not being able to find an optometrist for the other 
half of the Clinic and needing the space to expand our 
dental services that were in such high demand, the 
Board voted to close the Eye Clinic and expand the 
Dental Clinic into that space.  

Throughout our time in Saipan we saw the Lord 
leading and directing our path and the success of the 
Clinic.  God provided for the Clinic to support the 
School, Church, Guam Micronesia Mission, Joy FM, as 
well as our neighboring islands and local organizations 
such as the Commonwealth Cancer Association.  

When it was time for us to move back to the mainland, 
we knew the success of the Clinic in its mission to 
provide Christlike service to the people of the CNMI 
would remain strong and true because of the amazing 
team that continued to serve and provide for those in 
need of the Clinic’s services.

For those of you that continue to serve at the Clinic, 
we think about you often and pray that God continues 
to bless you and the good work you are doing for the 
people of the Northern Mariana Islands.

Drs. Kenneth and Crystal Pierson and family

Reminiscences and Reflections
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Through the Years
Through the years, we look back at the positive impact the Clinic 

has had on the health of the community and its major role in the 
growth of the Seventh-day Adventist work in the Commonwealth of 
Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI). 

1971 Saipan Legislature passed a resolution asking Guam SDA 
Clinic to open an office in Saipan. This is the birth of Saipan 
SDA Dental Clinic, which eventually opened in Susupe, 
located on a coral road behind the Joeten Center.

1972  Construction of the clinic building started. It was designed 
as a home with two bedrooms serving as dental treatment 
rooms. There was a separate entrance with a small waiting 
room for two or three people. The Fishers’ Home-and-Dental-
Clinic was also used as the venue for Sabbath gatherings and 
church meetings. The weekly meetings eventually moved to 
a new location in Oleai Village where a house was rented in 
1974.

1973 Dr. Steve and Karyl Fisher arrived on February 14 to start the 
official mission work. Dental equipment arrived in shipping 
crates. There were no directions on how to put all the 
equipment together. When the word was out that there was 
going to be a dental clinic, a steady stream of people inquired 
about when the clinic was going to open or if any help was 
needed. Terry Rulmal, who had taken a dental assisting 
course in Guam, was the first dental assistant. 

1976 Maria Agulto joined the team as a receptionist after finishing 
high school. She expressed interest in dental assisting. 
The clinic arranged for her to attend classes at Loma Linda 
University School of Dental Hygiene and she spent a year 
there in the program. Since then and until now, Auntie Mary, 
as she is fondly called, continues to serve Saipan SDA Clinic 
as a dental hygienist.

1977 With financial assistance from the Clinic, a house was 
purchased in San Antonio Village that became the home for 
the SDA Elementary School, which formally opened in 1982. 
The building construction was completed the following year. 
Later, the edifice became the home for the San Antonio SDA 
group and Korean SDA group.

1978 It became evident that the dental facility needed expansion. 
Workers and patients could hardly move around the small 
office. At first, expansion of the house/office building was 
considered. Eventually, a new dental building was constructed 
and the Dental Clinic moved from the Fisher’s House to 
the new building on the front of the Susupe property. Two 
treatment rooms increased to five, with much larger reception 
area and support rooms. It was equipped with the best dental 
equipment giving Saipan a state of the art dental facility.

 

Researched and compiled by Jocelyn Sonsona and Sheryl Dunn

SAIPAN SDA CLINIC
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1981 The services of the Eye Clinic was added. Doctors would come 
up from Guam once a month to do eye exams and deliver 
glasses. Drs. Dallas Lighthouse and Dennis Hanson were the 
first to provide this service. It saved residents in Saipan from 
having to take the trip to Guam for their eye needs.

1982  The Saipan SDA Elementary School opened with 20 students. 
Millie Gibson was the first teacher. Her husband, Pastor Robert 
Gibson, pastored the growing Saipan company of believers, 
which later became the Saipan Seventh-day Adventist Church 
on March 15, 1986.

1987 The Dental Clinic had outgrown the office again and plans 
were made for a new facility on Quartermaster Road. Two 
full-time dentists served with the arrival of Dr. Louie Dale. 
Afterwards, the Eye Clinic was added. The Saipan SDA Clinic 
formed its own Board of Directors the same year.

1988 The construction of the new clinic building, housing and the 
community center started in Quartermaster Road.

1989 The Clinic opened at its present location. Dr. and Mrs. George 
Hartshorn arrived to join the dental staff. Dr. Hartshorn was 
appointed as Clinic Director.

1990 The Annual Health Fair started and regular community 
outreach programs were held thereafter. The outreach 
programs of Saipan SDA Clinic took off in the island and 
extends as far away as Palau, Pohnpei, Philippines, Tinian and 
Rota. The “Clinic with Heart” is provided for adults who do 
not have Medicaid or other dental insurance and is conducted 
every Sunday of memorial weekend. 

1995 The expansion of the present facility began, which included 
three new dental operatories, a dental laboratory, a conference 
room, and a new administrative office. Housing for dentists 
was also constructed inside the Clinic compound.

1997 Dr. Richard Ludders joined the clinic staff and served as 
the new Clinic Director. New specialists were brought in: 
periodontist, prosthodontist and pedodontist enabling the 
facility to provide general anesthesia.

1998  Dentrix system, a dental practice management system, was 
acquired. The system allows the front desk staff to track 
patients’ treatment plan throughout their lifecycle of care; 
schedule appointment; print patient information; create new 
codes; manage case acceptance; resolve patient financial issues 
and many more. 

2000 The expansion and renovation project for the Eye Clinic and 
dental laboratory began.

2004 The clinic offered additional services: implant dentistry and 
oral surgery with the coming of Dr. Eric Oakley.

2005 Dr. Ken Pierson and spouse Dr. Crystal Pierson began serving 
as missionary dentists. Dr. Ken Pierson became the new Clinic 
Director in 2006.
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2007 Clinic renovation was approved. Plans were laid to begin 
JoyFM Radio Station, a project launched in 2010 that the 
Clinic supports until now.

2009- Within the next 10 years, the Clinic launched programs and 
financially subsidized Adventist institutions, promoting the 
growth of the mission of the church in the CNMI.  
• created the Saipan SDA Clinic Scholarship Fund at $50,000 

annually geared towards assisting deserving students 
at the SDA Elementary School, on top of the annual 
appropriation given to the school at $60,000 per year;

• assisted in the purchase of the Saipan SDA School building 
at $250,000, including land lease, donation of brand new 
and used computers, purchase of school facilities; assisted 
in providing needs for school housing and vehicles;

• financially supported the Tinian SDA Group facility 
renovations and partnered in their Health Expo;

• funded the Saipan SDA Church TV Ministry, evangelistic 
efforts, and local camp meetings;

• created matching fund for Kagman Church building 
project;

• provided appropriation for Guam Mission Health Ministry;
• provided financial assistance to the Bible workers and the 

All Islands of the Sea Evangelistic efforts for the CNMI; 
and

• hosted the visiting choir from Japan.

During these years, the clinic also expanded its infrastructure, 
updated the equipment and launched new programs to serve better 
the health needs of the community: 

• approved the pilot sister practice program, the Happy 
Bear Dentistry of the National Association of SDA Dentists 
(NASDAD);

• partnered with the Commonwealth Cancer Association 
in building an oral cancer awareness campaign and in the 
release of the new documentary “Chew”;

• launched the Better Living Center in Kagman (also known 
as Kagman Satellite Clinic which served the community for 
5 years);

• awarded in a contract with Headstart Program for rotation 
and periodic dental care at the Rota Health Center and 
Tinian Health Center;

• sponsored the first Complete Health Improvement 
Program in Saipan;

• converted the Eye Clinic space into general anesthesia/
oral sedation suite and recovery room;

• produced a video teaching new mothers the early 
prevention of childhood tooth decay with the grant funds 
from the American Dental Association;

• purchased Cone Beam CT imaging machine, new milling 
machine, new 100KW generator, steam autoclave, 3d 
printing machines, dental vacuum, TRIOS 3 PEN IntraOral 
Scanner, 13 Forrest Dental Chairs and 7 electric hand piece 

Through the YearsSAIPAN SDA CLINIC

2019
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sets, bringing Saipan Clinic into a more advanced and 
higher technology practice in the CNMI;

• remodeled the  front desk, administration office, sterilization 
center and dental laboratory;

• upgraded the parking lot and driveway;
• established two new orthodontic treatment rooms and 

expanded three operatories;
• purchased clinic playset equipment for families on site;
• replaced the old phone system; and
• acquired and used a two-way in-house radio communication 

system for its staff.

2012  Give Kids a Smile started, a yearly event scheduled every first 
Friday of February where children with no access to Medicaid 
or insurance receive free oral health services including dental 
exams, extractions, fillings, and fluoride treatment. During 
COVID -19 pandemic, Give Kids a Smile was an educational 
event that took place in schools.

2013 Orthodontics was another service offered with the arrival of 
Dr. Warren Creed.

2015 Dr. Creed was appointed as interim Clinic Director in the 
middle of the year. He then served as the Clinic Director in 
2018.

2018 Typhoon Yutu hit the island on October 24, causing major 
devastation in Saipan and Tinian but minimal damage to the 
clinic.  The Clinic operated on limited hours due to power 
outage.

2020 The year the world was in global health crisis due to the Corona 
Virus. For two months, the clinic operated on emergency basis 
only, reducing the office hours and number of dental staff. 

2021 In the midst of the global pandemic, the Clinic continued to 
operate and fulfill its previous commitment to continually 
support the SDA Elementary School, JoyFM radio station, 
Saipan SDA Central Church, SDA companies in Kagman, 
Tinian and Rota, and the Guam Micronesia Mission.

2022 Marks the 50th year anniversary of Saipan Seventh-day 
Adventist Clinic being a part of the Commonwealth of 
Northern Mariana Islands. It is the Clinic’s jubilee year. In 
spite of the many challenges, we have so much to thank the 
Lord for!

For His unwavering guidance and miraculous works from the 
institution’s humble beginning to where we are right now, we give 
back to God all the glory and honor. We also pay tribute to the 
pioneers and those who followed their footsteps in dedicated service. 
Moreover, to our workers and stakeholders who partnered with us in 
this journey, our heartfelt appreciation. 

Si Yu’os Ma’åse!
-----------------------------------
JOCELYN SONSONA, PhD is the current Office Manager at Saipan SDA Clinic.
SHERYL DUNN, is an administrative assistant at Guam Micronesia Mission.
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The Saipan Seventh-day Adventist Clinic was started 
by a farsighted legislative resolution passed in 1971 
by the Saipan Legislature asking the SDA Clinic in 

Guam if they would open an office in Saipan. This was the 
birth of the dental clinic - that eventually opened in Susupe 
behind the Joeten Shopping Center.

In 1973 Air Mic was still flying prop planes as well as the 
“new” 727s. Our first trip to Saipan was on that 4-engine 
prop plane. We really felt like we had come to the end of the 
earth when we finally touched down on Kobler field after 
traveling from our home in California. I will never forget 
when Manny, the driver for the Royal Taga Hotel, actually 
drove us to our house instead of the hotel. This was the first 
glimpse at what a wonderful and friendly community we 
had joined. In those days, there were few cars and anyone 
with a car was willing to give you a lift even if they weren’t 
going your way.

The first dental clinic was located on a coral road behind the 
Joeten Center. Cal Izuka had made the land available and 
supervised the construction of the new building. The clinic 
was designed as a home for us with two of the bedrooms 
serving as dental treatment rooms. They had a separate 
entrance with a small waiting room for two or three people.
When my wife, Karyl, and I arrived, the dental equipment 

- as narrated by Dr. Steve Fisher during the 30th anniversary 

was all in shipping crates – with no directions as to how to 
put it all together. We had quite a time setting up the house 
and dental office. Trying to find the necessary plumbing 
and electrical parts was always a challenge and took several 
trips to various outlets to try to piece your project together. 
“Hardware” stores were really warehouses full of surprises. 
You were always surprised by what they had as well as 
what they didn’t have. What you were looking for might 
have been there but you just didn’t find it. It took a while 
but we finally got it all together and were ready to start.

Word was out – there was going to be a dental clinic and 
we had a steady stream of people inquiring about when we 
were going to open, did we need any help, and invitation 
to fiestas. One of the biggest surprises was the appearance 
of Terry Rulmal. As we set up the office, we had not given 
much thought to who would help us. I would need a 
dental assistant and to our surprise, Terry approached us 
about getting a job. She had taken a dental assisting course 
in Guam, and as it turned out, she was very skillful and 
professional.

As time went on, we practically started a dental assisting 
school. Arcy Keliliman was the first of a long list of ladies to 
join us. She would assist me in the office during her summer 
vacation when Terry was off island. I cannot remember 
all the people that worked in the clinic, but Maria Agulto 
joined us as a receptionist after finishing high school. She 

The Humble Beginnings ofThe Humble Beginnings of Saipan SDA Clinic
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knew everyone and I think had memorized every patient’s 
phone number. After watching me work for a while, she 
expressed a real interest in assisting. She was an instant 
success. She learned very fast and before long was one 
of the best dental assistants I have ever had. Her talent 
eventually outgrew the training I could give her so we 
arranged for her to attend classes at Loma Linda University 
School of Dental Hygiene. She spent a year there in their 
dental hygiene program. Maria has played a big part in 
the success of the dental clinic. The clinic also sponsored 
Agnes King Ripple to attend the hygiene program at Loma 
Linda. Her sister Rose joined us and became a very talented 
assistant. I wish I could remember all the wonderful ladies 
that worked for us, but each person made a contribution to 
the clinic’s success.

Mina Camacho was another success story. She joined our 
staff about the same time that Maria joined us, and she 
developed such an interest in dentistry, that she went to the 
States to complete college and eventually got her doctorate 
degree in dentistry from the University of Nebraska 
in Omaha. It was a very happy moment to attend her 
graduation and her receive her Doctorate of Dental Surgery 
degree.

I cannot recall the complete list of dentists that helped us 
over the years, but many did. Dr. John Sponenburg was the 
first to join us. Dr. James Hunt and Louie Dale spent many 
years working with us. Several dentists spent shorter times 
helping fill the need for dental care.

I remember how we waited for the supply ship to come to 
Saipan. Not a lot came by air, and the main supply ship 
came about every couple of months. The stores would put 
out flags announcing they had new merchandise. It also 
meant we would have a larger selection in the markets for a 
few weeks before everything was gone or gone bad. There 
were two small hotels when we came to Saipan, and I think 
about as many restaurants. 

We brought the first Hobie Cat to Saipan and it soon became 
popular. We had enough boats to start having races in just a 
couple of years. Mañagaha was a very quiet with few people 
using the island. We really enjoyed sailing out 
there. Most of the roads were coral in the villages. 
I can remember how nice it was as the network 

of paved roads spread. Hardly anyone had a phone on the 
island, and we did not have one the first year we were here. 
Imagine running a dental clinic without a phone! We had 
only four digit phone numbers. I can remember what a pain 
it was when they introduced the new system and we went 
to seven digit numbers like the rest of the world. For the 
first time we had consistent outside communication. Before 
the phone, Ham Radio was the main off island mode of 
communication. My call sign was KG6RI, and will always 
remember the fun of running communications between the 
islands. Len Kauffer got me started in radio and I imagine 
is still on the air. 

It became evident that we needed to expand the dental 
facility. We could hardly move around the small office. 
We first looked at adding onto the existing house/office 
building. Fortunately, we elected to build a new dental 
building on the front of the Susupe property, just in front 
of the house. We moved from two treatment rooms to five, 
had a much larger reception area and support rooms. It 
was equipped with the very best dental equipment giving 
Saipan a state of the art dental facility. 

In 1981, we added an eye clinic. Doctors would come up 
from Guam once a month to do eye exams and deliver 
glasses. Drs. Lighthouse and Hanson were the first to 
provide this service. We eventually had to add onto the 
building to accommodate this new and growing service. It 
saved people from having to make the trip to Guam for their 
eye needs. By 1987, we had outgrown the office again, and 
plans were made for a new facility on Quarter Master Road. 
We now had two full time dentists, plus the Eye Clinic. 

In 1989, we opened the present Clinic Office. The dental 
clinic had grown with the community. We were no longer 
an isolated island community with only two flights a 
day from Guam. We now had many flights from many 
areas, thousands of tourists, large hotels, and a growing 
population. The Saipan Seventh –day Adventist Clinic has 
been a part of this community for 30 years – keeping pace 
with the community growth and modern dental techniques. 
It is a really tribute to be able to look back at the positive 
impact this office has had on the health of the community. 
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CELEBRATION CALENDAR
May 26 (Thursday)  4:30 – 5:00 pm - FLAG WAVING (Beach Road)
 5:00 – 5:15 pm - UNVEILING OF THE ANNIVERSARY MARKER

 Opening Remarks Pastor Edgar Lloren
 Introduction about the Marker Jocelyn Sonsona
 Unveiling Ceremony
       Mission Statement  Dr. Warren Creed and Eileen Creed
       Brief History Don Lloyd and Maria Agulto
 Congregational Singing To God be the Glory
 Benediction Pastor Paulo Restauro

May 27 (Friday)   8:00 am to 12 noon - OPEN HOUSE
 • Each visitor, kids and tots included, receives a giveaway.
 • Door prizes available for lucky winners.
 • REFRESHMENTS will be served.

 1:00 – 2:00 pm – STAFF MEET AND GREET WITH 
 GUAM MICRONESIA MISSION OFFICERS

May 28 (Saturday) 9:00 am to 12:30 pm - SABBATH PROGRAM    
 • FELLOWSHIP MEAL will be served.

May 29 (Sunday) 8:00 am to 12:00 noon - FREE CLINIC
 • Open to those with NO dental insurance.
 • Services include extraction, cleaning, filling and oral cancer 
         screening.
   
May 30 (Monday) 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm – BANQUET (Hyatt Regency Hotel)

SABBATH SCHOOL PROGRAM
Saipan Seventh-day Adventist Center Church

May 28, 2022 - Saturday
9:00 – 10:30 a.m.

Song Service “O Day of Rest and Gladness”              SDAH# 382 
 “Safely Through another Week”              SDAH# 384
Opening Song “Far From All Care”               SDAH# 394
Opening Prayer  Charie Restauro
Welcome Remarks  Jocelyn Sonsona
Special Music  Diesta Family
Mission Reflections  John Rulmal, Jr. and Maryann Maluchmai
Special Song                                                            Becky Bailey, Virle Shay Gayatin and Joelyn Varona
Saipan SDA Clinic History Video    “Through the Years” Jonathan Min
Lesson Review “Jacob, the Supplanter”    Panel Discussion
  Paulo Restauro, Lead Panelist
  Evelyn Lloren
  Grace Lloyd 
  Lylton Powell
Closing Prayer  Panelist
  Song Leaders
 Diesta Family (Frank, Ethel, Kyle and Kurt)
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Welcome and Call to Worship
Paulo Restauro Jr.

Piano Prelude
Anna Lee

Praise
Saipan SDA Elementary School Children

                 “Ave Verum Corpus” & “Amazing Grace” 
Su-san Band

Invocation
Speaker

Opening Hymn
“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” - SDAH #12

Garden of Prayer
Edgar Lloren

Receiving of Tithes and Offerings
Don Lloyd, GMM Treasurer

Offertory
Steven Debulgado

Children’s Hour
Grace Lloyd

Special Music
Saipan SDA Elementary

Introduction of the Speaker
Edgar Lloren

MESSAGE
“Alms Have I None”

Elder Matthew Kirk, GMM President

Dedicatory Prayer for
Saipan SDA Clinic and Elementary Staff 

Matthew Kirk

Closing Hymn
SDAH #645 

“God of Our Fathers, Whose Almighty Hand”

Benediction
Ramon Aldan

Song Leaders
Virle Shay Gayatin and Joelyn Varona 

Pianist
Anna Lee 

***********
Everyone is invited to a fellowship meal after the service.

DIVINE WORSHIP
Saipan Seventh-day Adventist Center

May 28, 2022 - Saturday
10:45 a.m. – 12:30 noon

Dr. Warren Creed - Chair
Jocelyn Sonsona - Secretary

Cel Alcantara• Edgar Lloren
Maria Agulto • Cyji Tenorio

SUBCOMMITTEES

FREE CLINICS
Dr. Warren Creed - Chair

Dr. Suhjun Min • Dr. Anna Lee
Lovely Lopez • Rachel Sablan

OPEN HOUSE
Cyji Tenorio - Chair

Imee Fernandez • Florida Mpayamaguru
Laura Gilnifrad • Fidel Barro

Frank Diesta • Caitlin Sablan • Rachel Sablan

FOOD
Cel Alcantara - Chair

Edgar Lloren • Lea Verzon • Imee Fernandez
Gina Mercado • Lovely Lopez • Eileen Creed

SOUVENIR PROGRAM
Jocelyn Sonsona 

AIR TICKETS/ BILLETING
Cel Alcantara

ROADSIDE WAVING
Cyji Tenorio

GIVE AWAYS
Maria Agulto

SERVICE AWARDS AND 
WALL OF DIRECTORS

Jocelyn Sonsona

SIGNAGES 
Fidel Barro

RELIGIOUS PROGRAMS 
Edgar Lloren - Chair

Paulo Restauro • Jocelyn Sonsona

BANQUET 
Dr. Warren Creed - Chair

Cyji Tenorio • Imee Fernandez

DECORATION  
Imee Fernandez - Chair

Rachel Sablan • Atsuko Eck • Merlie Regis

50TH ANNIVERSARY
OVERALL COMMITTEE 
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BANQUET PROGRAM
50th Year Anniversary

May 30, 2022, Monday
HYATT REGENCY SAIPAN

 5:00 p.m.
Souvenir Photos and Health Protocols   Entrance
Meet and Greet of Guests  Saipan Pacific Winds Mix Ensemble

 5:30 p.m.
Acknowledgment of Honored Guests                Masters of Ceremonies
USA and CNMI National Anthems  Instrumental 
Invocation Saipan SDA Central Asso. Pastor       Pr. Paulo Restauro
Welcome Remarks Clinic Director                     Dr. Warren Creed
Brief History of the Clinic Video Dr. Jonathan Min
Special Music Baritone Saxophone Solo Atsuko Eck
 “Esperanza”
Awarding Ceremony Service Worker Awardees Dr. Warren Creed
  and Clinic Directors to be assisted by
 Guam-Micronesia Mission President          Pr. Matthew Kirk

 6:30 p.m.
Prayer before Meal Guam SDA Clinic CEO  Victor Shepherd

 - DINNER -

 7:30 p.m.
Video Message from the Pioneer  Dr. Stephen Fisher
Special Music Cello Solo Dr. Steven Debulgado
 The Swan from “The Carnival of the Animals” by Camille Saint-Saëns
Message from the Guam-Micronesia Mission President          Pr. Matthew Kirk
Special Music Baritone Saxophone Solo Atsuko Eck
 “Piacer d’amor”
Message from the CNMI Governor  Hon. Ralph DLG Torres
Special Music Cello Solo Dr. Steven Debulgado
 “Cello Suite No.1 in G major, Prelude by Johann Sebastian Bach”
Message from the CNMI Lt. Governor                 Hon. Arnold I. Palacios
Special Music                        Cello/Flute Duet  Dr. Steven Debulgado & Dr.  Anna Lee
                                                “The Mission/Gabriel’s Oboe”
Video Message from a former Clinic Director Dr. Kenneth Pierson
Acknowledgment of Sponsors  Masters of Ceremonies
Closing Prayer GMM Ministerial Director Pr. Edgar Lloren

 Rachel Sablan & Jocelyn Sonsona
 Masters of Ceremonies
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CLINIC DIRECTOR & ORTHODONTIST
Warren L. Creed, DDS, MS

OFFICE MANAGER
Jocelyn B. Sonsona, PhD

GENERAL DENTISTS
Anna Lee, DDS

Jonathan Min, DDS

ACCOUNTING STAFF
Arcelia T. Alcantara - Payables
Lovely M. Lopez - Receivables

DENTAL HYGIENISTS
Uwimbabazi Florida Mpayamaguru, RDH – Head

Maria J.S. Agulto
Mikayla M. Lopez, RDH

DENTAL THERAPIST
Francisco R. Diesta

DENTAL LABORATORY TECHNICIANS
Fidel D. Barro – Head

Thai Nguyen

DENTAL ASSISTANTS
Laura V. Gilnifrad - Head

Atsuko K. Eck
Shunji Jin

Gina L. Mercado
Shana Anne D. Mettao

Merlie N. Regis
Lea C. Verzon

TREATMENT PLAN COORDINATOR
Cyji C. Tenorio – Front Desk Head

FRONT DESK STAFF
Eileen K. Creed

Imelda Flordeliza A. Fernandez
Caitlin Rose Sablan
Rachel M. Sablan

GROUNDS
Wilfredo C. Serrano

HOUSEKEEPING
Jolly A. Apigo

MAINTENANCE
Rolly M. Verzon

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL
Warren L. Creed, DDS, MS - Chairman

Jocelyn B. Sonsona, PhD - Secretary
Edgar N. Lloren, PhD

Paulo L. Restauro, MMin
Arcelia T. Alcantara

     

HUMANS BEHIND THE MASKS

DENTISTS

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL

ACCOUNTING STAFF

DENTAL HYGIENISTS DENTAL LAB TECHNICIANS

DENTAL ASSISTANTS FRONT DESK STAFF

GROUNDS/HOUSEKEEPING/
MAINTENANCE STAFF
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MAJESTIC AWARDEE: 30-50 Years  
The Majestic Award is made of an astonishing eleven pounds of pure optic 
crystal. Optic crystal is a special type of crystal that actually directs beams 
of light for a brilliance that is unmatched. Every piece of optic crystal used 
for this award has been precision-machined and hand-finished for an 
absolutely pristine presentation. 

SAPPHIRE & COBALT MARINE SPHERE 
AWARDEES: 20-29 years   

The Sapphire and Cobalt Marine Sphere Award is personalized. The solid 
glass award features shades of blue that catches the light for a beautiful marine 
display, making it engaging centerpiece with engraved awardee name, years 
of service and message.

Service Awardees

MARIA S. AGULTO - 46 years

ROLLY M. VERZON
27 years and 9 months

FIDEL D. BARRO
27 years and 3 months

LOVELY M. LOPEZ
26 years and 7 months

ARCELIA T. ALCANTARA
23 years and 5 months

FRANCISCO R. DIESTA
21 years and 2 months
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CRYSTAL GLOBE AWARDEES: 10-19 years
The Crystal Globe Award is stunning and sophisticated. A spinning crystal 
globe sits atop a sturdy crystal base to create a classic silhouette that will add 
a nice touch to any desk, office or home. Engraved at the base of the award is 
the name, date, and message of recognition for the awardee.

HIGH GLOSS MAHOGANY CLOCK AWARDEES: 5-9 years
The High Gloss Mahogany Clock Award is a one-of-a-kind gift and home décor item. Numerous coats 
of lacquer are hand-rubbed onto the clock to add depth and sheen to the high-gloss clock, featuring a 
timeless clock face with Roman numerals, gold beveled trim, and spade-style hands. Engraved in the 
front plate is the name and congratulatory message, creating a perfect personalized gift for the awardee.

WARREN L. CREED, DDS, MS
8 years and 8 months

 

EILEEN K. CREED
 8 years and 5 months

UWIMBABAZI FLORIDA 
MPAYAMAGURU
8 years and 1 month 

CAITLIN R. SABLAN
 6 years and 3 months

LEA C. VERZON
6 years and 2 months

JOLLY A. APIGO
5 years

WILFREDO C. SERRANO
19 years

GINA L. MERCADO
17 years and 7 months

SHUNJI JIN
17 years

ATSUKO K. ECK
16 years and 3 months

CYJI C. TENORIO
11 years and 2 months

FLORDELIZA IMELDA A. FERNANDEZ
11 years and 1 month

LAURA V. GILNIFRAD
10 years and 5 months
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TESTIMONIALS

Saipan is incredibly blessed to have the expert 
dental care found at SDA Dental Clinic. 

Imagine my relief to receive genuine kindness 
and high degree of professionalism from each 
staff member, state of the art technology and every 
talented dentists . . . when soon after arriving on 
island for my new job a tooth dropped out . . . 
Oh no! More repair work was needed to stabilize 
failing, decades old dental work. The dental talents 
were always consistent! I have felt truly grateful 
for their abilities every time I leave their clinic. 
SDA Dental Clinic has set an entire new standard 
for me for true excellence in ALL professional 
healthcare as I return to US mainland. Thank you, 
SDA Dental. 

 - Jamie B, Pharmacist, dental care patient

**************

I just wanna praise God for a free dental care 
today, May 21st. To all the staff of Seventh-

day Adventist Clinic, thank you! To Florida the 
hygienist who makes my teeth so clean, I feel 
good today. God bless you all.   

- Norbe, Clinic with a Heart patient

“Saipan SDA Dental Clinic practice is one of 
the most vibrant and consistently effective 
clinics in the Adventist dental system and 
a number of skilled professionals work 
together there.” 

–  from Seventh-day Adventist Dental 
Missions website

Screen grab from www.dentalmissionsda.org

TERRY RULMAL
First Dental Assistant
Posthumous Awardee

KARYL FISHER
 Pioneer

LATTE AWARDEES
WOMEN PIONEERS

The Latte Award represents a historical 
Chamorro latte stone, a modern symbol 
of strength and identity. The award’s 
symbolic design is apt to recognize 
the women pioneers of the Clinic. The 
words of the award are lasered on a 
golden shaped latte attached to a wood 
material of the same shape. 

HELIX AWARDEES 
CLINIC DIRECTORS

Helix Award is a unique art form 
that requires precision, talent, 
patience and years of training. 
A one-of-a-kind hand-blown art 
glass encapsulated inside a glass 
sphere and set on an optical 
crystal base that is custom-etched 
with words of appreciation and 
the SDA Clinic logo. 

DR. STEPHEN D. FISHER
Feb. 14, 1973 - June 12, 1989

DR. GEORGE P. HARTSHORN
June 13, 1989 – Dec. 31, 1996

DR. RICHARD W. LUDDERS
 Jan. 1, 1997 – Dec. 31, 2005

DR. KENNETH D. PIERSON
Jan. 1, 2006 – Sept. 30, 2015
July 1, 2016 – July 2, 2018

DR. WARREN L. CREED
Oct. 1, 2015 – June 30, 2016
July 3, 2018 – Jun 30, 2022
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I’m grateful to be a part of the Saipan Seventh-
Day Adventist Clinic.  Throughout the decades, 

its unparalleled dedication and commitment to 
help and provide excellent service positively 
impacted the people of the CNMI.  Our proficient 
providers not only give treatment but also pray 
for our patients.  The clinic is truly a blessing, 
not only to my family and me but also to the 
community.  Congratulations Saipan SDA on this 
significant milestone and best wishes in the years 
ahead!  Happy golden anniversary! 

-  Imee Fernandez, front desk staff

**************

It is with great pride, honor and feeling blessed 
to be a part of the Saipan SDA Clinic family for 

46 years . . . and counting. Thank you to the entire 
CNMI community for your continued faith and 
trust in us with your dental needs.
My heartfelt appreciation to my mentor and 
friend, Dr. Stephen D. Fisher and family, for my 
life-changing opportunity and career here at 
the Clinic. Forty-six years of commitment and 
dedication! I praise God.  

– Maria J.S. Agulto, dental hygienist

**************

Congratulations to SDA Clinic on your 50 
years. Happy Golden Anniversary! May you 

continue to provide excellent and quality service 
to the people of CNMI. I am proud and thankful 
to be a part of SDA team for almost 18 years. 

- Gina Mercado, dental assistant

**************

God has been so good to the clinic for being 
able to serve the community of the Northern 

Mariana Islands for 50 years. This April marks 
my 21 years of working here and I am happy to 
be able to contribute to its growth. I pray that I 
can continue serving Him in this institution that 
He planted in this place. 

– Frank Diesta, dental therapist

Heart Notes
We are so honored to work at a clinic with 

such beautiful history and current mission. 
Saipan SDA Clinic has shown us how great an 
impact a mission-minded nonprofit clinic can 
make on the local community. Truly, we appreciate 
the opportunity our clinic gives us to serve our 
patients with a pure heart and pure spirit. Thank 
you to all of our patients for trusting us all these 
years with your dental care! To many more years 
of excellent dental service to the people of CNMI! 

– Dr. Anna Lee and Dr. Suhjun Min, dentists

**************

To SDA Dental Clinic, congratulations on your 
50th Anniversary! We are so blessed to be a 

part of the SDA Clinic’s team. May you continue 
to be a blessing to the CNMI community and 
benefit humanity. 

- Rolly Verzon (father), maintenance staff and 
Lea Verzon (daughter), dental assistant.

**************

Since 2010, I have been part of a company 
passionate about providing excellent dental 

services to our island people.  The advanced 
dental technology and procedures afforded to our 
patients continues to be a driving force of placing 
SDA Dental Clinic as the preferred clinic in our 
community.  For this, I am grateful and blessed to 
be part of this life-giving team!!”  

- Cyji Tenorio, treatment plan coordinator and 
front desk head

**************

Congratulations on the monumental occasion. 
It has been a wonderful journey altogether. 

Let us keep on giving excellent service to our 
patients. Wishing many more successes in the 
future. Happy 50th Anniversary to my SDA Clinic 
family!

– Lovely Lopez, finance office staff 
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Congratulations on your 
50th year anniversary.

Thank you for your continued service to 
our community.

Honorable Lt. Governor 
ARNOLD I. PALACIOS





A N N I V E R S A R Y
5OY E A R

CONGRATULATIONS!

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CLINIC

SEE HOW FAR WE’LL GO

We’re honored to work alongside SDA to bring quality 
healthcare to our island community.

1st Fl., RJ Commercial Bldg. Ste. 2 Chln Monsignor Guerrero Road Dandan, Saipan 96950 • 670-323-4260   www.staywellguam.com





“Celebrating 50 years of exceptional dental 
services in the CNMI”

MESSAGE: 
Happy 50th Anniversary and congratulations to all doctors 

and staff at the Saipan Seventh-Day Adventist Clinic.

In loving memory of our parents:  
Ignacio Palacios Agulto, Prudenciana Hocog Santos Agulto 

and beloved sister Leonora Agulto Castro.

From Auntie Mary Agulto and the entire family. 



!

CHINEN ICE CANDY STORE & Emer Chinen
DIESTA FAMILY 

(Frank, Ethel, Kyle, Kurt and Puring)

Greetings from



to the
Seventh Day Adventist Clinic 

on your 50th Anniversary in service 
to improve the health and welfare 

of the Saipan community.

Congratulations and best wishes







Congratulations

on your 50th Anniversary

Congratulations for the BIG milestone!
from Dr. & Mrs. Ed Lloren and Family
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